The Book "Kav Hayashar"
The Diamond in the Crown
How did it all begin?
It all began with a dream….
Late at night on Rosh Hashana, just before the sun rose in Meron, on the great and awe-inspiring Day of Judgment, while I still slept – the gaon and tzaddik, my father, blessed be his righteous memory, appeared to me in a dream. He addressed me, asking:
Why don't you publish the book Kav Hayashar divided into Daf Hayomi – daily lessons? Everyone who studies the Daf Hayomi (of the Zohar) should first learn the book Kav Hayashar!
In the dream I took an old book of Kav Hayashar, which was several hundred years old and once belonged to my grandfather, the gaon and tzaddik Rabbi Zeev Wolf Mutzen, blessed be his memory. I looked in the book and asked my father, blessed be his righteous memory, how I could possible publish the book as Daf Hayomi. It was very old print with commentary in Hebrew, with brown paper that was close to tearing. I looked and looked, and I said to him that I couldn't understand how to divide the book into a year's worth of lessons. And then I suddenly remembered, and I told my father that I had an idea. I had already published the entire book in Hebrew many years ago [I distributed it for free, and then also prepared an edition with the vowel signs added, but had never published that edition]. So I could simply divide that book into a year's worth of lessons, and I could do that right away. And then my father disappeared.
After I woke up in the morning, I wanted to tell someone about my great and awe-inspiring dream. But since I had taken upon myself a ta'anit dibur [a vow of silence] for the duration of Rosh Hashana, I couldn't tell my dream to anyone. Only after Rosh Hashana ended, after the evening prayers of Shabbat Shuva, as I went home from the Meron with a group of eight people, did I finally break my ta'anit dibur. Because many people came to talk to me about the Holy Zohar [see the stories about this in other writings], and I told the people with me about the dream. And during the Ten Days of Repentance, one of the people came up to me and said: "Rabbi…so…why don't you do something, to fulfill the dream? Why don't you follow through with it?" I didn't get a chance to answer him, and then he said to me, "You know what? I will collect money to pay for publishing the book." And on Yom Kippur Eve he came and gave me about 1000 shekels.
And baruch Hashem people began to study the Daf Hayomi.
Dear Jews, you have the merit to read a very great book of Mussar, which will arouse your faith and yirat Shamayim. Very righteous men said that if they hadn't read a Mussar book for a few minutes every day, they would have experienced spiritual downfall.
If you have been divinely chosen and have the merit to come into possession of his book, then know that whoever reads the Daf Hayomi of the Sefer Hayashar for three minutes every day will merit very great things. Things that the eye can't see. And if one encourages others to study the book in any manner at all – either in group or with a study partner, or if one publicizes or distributes the book among others – for example by handing out discs or teaching the Daf Hayomi, or via the media, all of his transgressions will be forgiven, and he will completely repent in the merit of all those who learned because of him.

A. The tzaddik doesn't sleep day or night until he reproves the rashaim, and causes them to repent. (the Holy Zohar, part 1, 20)

B. If the men of this world knew how great the reward is for one to brings his friend back to the straight path, they would run to do so constantly, just as they run after money and gold. (the Holy Zohar, Parshat Truma 128, 2 – 129, 1)

C.  If you see people behaving with irreverence even when fulfilling a certain mitzvah, it is clearly praiseworthy for every honest and sincere man to fulfill that mitzvah with stringency, and to inspire others to fulfill that mitzvah with love and respect for the Holy One blessed be He. (the Holy Zohar, Parshat Trumah, Kav Hayashar chapter 64)

D. Every mitzvah that is neglected, and nobody is interested in fulfilling it – you must seek it out, because it is like a met mitzvah, an abandoned corpse. If there is a mitzvah that nobody rushes to fulfill, then you should rush to fulfill it. For that mitzvah complains, saying "how terrible I must be that everyone has ignored me". (Sefer Chasidim, section 105)

And when the holy Jews study the holy book Kav Hayashar, they will all fully repent, for the sake of Hashem, with love, and to elevate our mighty Shechina. And a redeemer shall come to Zion to unite Yehuda and Yisrael, and we will be happy and rejoice with our righteous Mashiach, and the holy Rashbi, speedily in our days, amen.
The Virtues of the Book
It is a guidebook which illuminates the paths:
1) It explains how to prepare for one's Bar Mitzva.
2) It contains instruction for the wedding day, for the bride and groom, and their parents.
3) It is a guide for daily life, explaining how to get through all the hardship and difficult incidents one experiences on a daily basis.
4) It is a guide for men and women who are angry and irritable due to their troubles, providing advice regarding how to life their spirits and once again become happy, good hearted people and cheerful people.
5) It provides enlightenment for parents who have been given, from Heaven, children with spiritual and material difficulties – the book will help them feel happier and accept that they are emissaries chosen by Hashem to hasten the Redemption.
6) The book gives encouragement and joy to Jewish mothers, suggesting how to manage a home full of many children, bli ayin hara.
7) The book offers comfort and support to broken hearted young men.
8) The book teaches ways of managing money and business, so he won't lose his assets all at one.
9) The book teaches one how to remove the trait of jealousy from his heart, whether he is rich or poor, and proves that poor people are happy.
10) The book is full of hundreds of segulot, medical remedies, and special prayers for every need that may arise in daily life.

Publisher's Introduction
In our generation, the generation of orphans, due to our numerous transgressions we are lacking in righteous men as once lived in previous generations. There is nobody to reprimand the nation with words of Mussar and inspiration, but we can make up for this lack by studying the holy book Kav Hayashar. When we delve into this book, we see that the author spoke to each and everyone of us, as though he lived in our generation. It is as if he knew the magnitude of the tests our generation would have to cope with.
As our sages, blessed be their memories, wrote in the Midrash about the verse "A time to do for the Lord; they have made void Your Torah." – when the generation breaches the fences of the Torah, and due to our numerous transgressions do not fulfill the Torah and mitzvoth properly, we are "void of the Torah". And then it is "a time to do for the Lord" – we must take action for the sake of Heaven, to strengthen the observance of the holy Torah.
It is worth mentioning the words of the holy gaon Rabbi Hillel of Kalamai, may his merit protect us, who wrote in the introduction of his holy book Et L'asot, that his book caused him to shed countless tears, and he spent many years neglecting his Torah study in order to distribute the book in the world. But he printed the book in order to increase faith and trust and good traits among the people of Israel, as he felt all that was lacking during that time. 
And if in his generation the holy gaon of Kalamai wrote this, when in comparison to our generation his was one of Torah and yirah, holiness and purity, and at that time there were still hundreds of gaonim and tzaddikim living everywhere among Jews – even though he wrote that the world needed such a book – what can we say now, with our numerous transgression, when Jews are so much more likely to fall as a result of spiritual and material tests? People are worried about earning a living, and though we have raised a new generation of Jews, bli ayin hara, with Hashem's help, almost none of them know what a God fearing Jew of the past generation looked like.
Therefore we have decided to strengthen the weak, and believe it is necessary to publish the holy book Kav Hayashar, to let it see the light of day in a new edition, in order to illuminate the eyes and warm the hearts of Jews with words of holy Mussar which the author wrote in holiness and purity.
In some instance we found it necessary to change several words, but we worked very hard to preserve the idea the author wanted to express. The work was edited a few times in order to ensure that this holy book would be easy to read. We didn't spare ourselves any effort, and didn't cut corners with regard to the expenses that publishing the book entailed.
We wrote out the abbreviations that appeared in the first addition, and clarified the punctuation and vowels, and divided the book into sections, adding a title before each chapter and topic.
We spent a lot of effort ensuring that the book would be attractive to the eye, and even though we know it is written in Tehillim "Who understands errors?" it may be that there some mistakes occurred during the printing. Therefore, we ask that the reader give us the benefit of the doubt, and understand how much work went into publishing such an enlightening book.
And we offer our praise and thanks to the Holy One, blessed be Hew, who gave enabled us to give merit to the masses, to publish the book Kav Hayashar anew, nearly 300 years after the author's death.
May it be His will that the holy author will protect us and all the members of our household, and all of those who assisted in publishing the book. May all of their wishes be granted for the best – offspring, sustenance, health, to raise their children to lead lives of Torah, to marry and perform good deeds.
It is our hope that this book will bring holiness and yirat Shamayim in the hearts of the people of Israel, and that we will merit witnessing the Redemption of all of Israel, and their joy as a result. And may the prophecy of Yeshayahu (52, 7-9) be fulfilled speedily in our days:	How beautiful are the feet of the herald on the mountains, announcing peace, heralding good tidings, announcing salvation, saying to Zion, "Your God has manifested His kingdom." The voice of your watchmen- they raised a voice, together they shall sing, for eye to eye they shall see when the Lord returns to Zion. Burst out in song, sing together, O ruins of Jerusalem, for the Lord has consoled his people; He has redeemed Jerusalem. 

A Short History of this Project 
About the Author of Kav Hayashar
	Not much is known about the author of Kav Hayashar, despite the fact that this book reached every Jewish community in the world. The very little information we have has been collected from different sources, and specifically from his own introduction to the book, and from the introduction to the books his holy father wrote, blessed be his righteous memory.
	The author of this book, Kav Hayashar, the holy gaon Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Kodenover, may his merit protect us, was one of the greatest tzaddikim of his generation. He stood out among the rabbis of his city, Frankfurt. The most illustrious rabbis of his generation called him "holy of holies", and testified to his greatness.
	The author was born more than three hundred years ago. His father was the holy gaon Rabbi Aharon Shmuel Kaidenover, may his merit protect us, who wrote the book Birkat Hazevach about Masechet Kedoshim; Tiferet Shmuel on the "Rosh", Birkat Shmuel on the Torah, and a book of responsa titled Emunat Shmuel.
	The last name Kodnover comes from the town of Kondov near Minsk, where Rabbi Aharon Shmuel was born. Rabbi Aharon was the student of Rabbi Yaakov and his son Rabbi Heschel of Lublin. When he had his brit milah, he was named Aharon. Later he became ill and the name Shmuel was added. From then on he was known as Aharon Shmuel.
	Rabbi Aahron Shmuel's mother was a simple woman who could not even pray, but when she lit the Shabbat candles she davened to the Holy One, blessed be He, that her son Shmuel would grow up to become a Torah scholar.
	As a young man Shmuel Aharon was given a position in the Vilna Beit Din of Rabbi Moshe Lima, author of Chelkat Mechokek. When the terrible decrees and pogroms of the years 1648 - 1649 took place, Rabbi Aharon Shmuel and his son - the author of Kav Hayashar, escaped for their lives along with other great rabbis to Holland, Germany, and Austria. For the years of the pogroms they underwent much suffering and hardship, and two of Rabbi Aharon Shmuel's daughters were murdered (see chapter 102 of the book, where the author reveals wonderful secrets about what happened during the years 1648 – 1649).
	 When Rabbi Aharon Shmuel reached age 62 he passed away on the 19th of Tammuz (December 1, 1676) while attending a gathering of Torah scholars that took place in Chmielnik.
	The author of Kav Hayashar, the gaon, the holy Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch, was subject to extreme suffering even in his old age, when someone informed on him and he, his wife, and son were all imprisoned. His son wrote about this experience in the introduction to Rabbi Hirsch's book Birkat Shmuel.
	The author of Kav Hayashar was so humble that he blamed his suffering on the fact that he failed to print his father's books, and immediately after he moved to live in Frankfort on the Main in Germany, he began publishing his father's books. In the first edition of Kav Hayashar, he also writes about all the trials and tribulations he suffered.
	The holy gaon, the author of Kav Hayashar, blessed be his righteous memory, lived a long life. He died in Frankfort on the Main on Shushan Purim, in the year 1712. On his gravestone it is written: The Torah scholar and rabbi, our teacher, Rabbi Hirsch Kaidanover. Here is buried a devoted and stringent man, Tzvi son of the great Rabbi Shmuel, blessed be his memory. Died on Wednesday, the 15th of Adar 2, 5472.
	The book Kav Hayashar is considered one of the most popular books in the world in the last 300 years. Ever since the book was published for the first time, and for ten years after that, dozens of editions of the book have been printed – which only proves how important the book has been for the Jewish people.
	Until now the book has been printed about 120 times, in different countries in Europe and Asia. The book was even printed once in Ladino. The first translation into Yiddish was printed by the author himself.
	Many Torah scholars and chassidim are especially fond of this book, but it has also become popular among common men and women because of its simple and clear language, and the stories and moral lessons that inspire yirat Shamayim and a desire to uphold the Torah. Everyone can find something that appeals to him: the Torah scholars, the common people, women, and even children.
	In addition into stories from the sages and the holy Zohar, the author gleaned stories from ancient books, including the books by the Arizal and his students. But for the most part he got material from the holy books Reshit Chochma and the Shlah Hakadosh.
	The author's holy rabbi, who wrote the holy book Yesod Yosef - which is the main basis for Kav Hayashar (which includes in many chapters the exact wording used by the rabbi, with credit given to the rabbi) – was a gaon, a chassid, and a mekubal in his generation. He served as the rabbi and rosh yeshiva in Yeshivat Minks and Dubna. In addition to the book Yesod Yosef he wrote a book of responsa called Naima Kedosha, and more.
	There are two reasons the author called his book Kav Hayashar: a) there are kav – קב  - 102 chapters in the book b) the numerical value of the author's name – Tzvi – צבי – is 102.
	The book Kav Hayashar is the source of several Jewish laws and customs: a) not to permit a rasha – evil person – to perform the act of washing another Jew's hands in the morning; b) to place water in metal vessels during certain times of danger, as a form of protection; c) not to leave empty dishes on the table when reciting the blessing after bread. The custom to recite at the end of Shabbat 11 verses that begin and end with the letter nun also originates in the Kav Hayashar. The same is true regarding the prayer recited after the Torah reading, and the recitation of Parshat Hanesi'im during the month of Nissan, etc. 
	The extent to which great rabbis over the generations have appreciated the prayers in Kav Hayashar was demonstrated by the holy gaon Rabbi Shmuel Elbaz, blessed be his righteous memory, who published a collection of all the prayers found in Kav Hayashar. He called his book Rova Hakav, and testified that anyone who recited those prayers on a regular basis would be free of sin, and would not stray from the path of Torah.
	Another sign of how distinguished the author of Kav Hayashar was, is that many great rabbis who gave their recommendations for the book Yesod Yosef emphasized that the author of that book was the rabbi of the author of Kav Hayashar. The author wrote two more books which were never published: Ofer Ha'elim on the Torah, and another book about the Jewish calendar.
The Virtues of the book Kav Hayashar
	All G-d fearing and pure people who seek out Hashem's words would keep the book Kav Hayashar in their tallis and tefillin bag, so it would always be handy for studying. The gaon Rabbi Tzvi Yechezkel Michelson, blessed be his righteous memory, wrote a recommendation for the book Orchot Tzaddikim. In that recommendation he mentioned that he recalled that in the winter of 1881, which he first visited the gaon and holy rabbi the Sfat Emet of Gur, blessed be his righteous memory, the custom was that every avrech would enter the room of the Sfat Emet to receive advice about serving Hashem. And the Sfat Emet told them to study a chapter a day from a Mussar book. Sometimes he told them to study Chovot Halevavot, and sometimes he told them to study Orchot Tzaddikim, and they also kept those books in their tallis and tefillin bags so they could study from them before praying.
	It would be a good idea for the teachers and leaders of the people to encourage the avrechim to carry in the tallis and tefillin bags the book Kav Hayashar, so that they can learn from it for at least five or ten minutes before or after prayers.
	In certain places rabbis would give public lectures on Kav Hayashar every day between Mincha and Ma'ariv, and that is still the custom today in a number of places.
	Rabbeinu Yona wrote in the book Sefer Hayira (clause 240) that a man should accustom his mouth to uttering words of yirat Shamayim, such as: Be as bold as a leopard… the end of the matter, everything having been heard… fear God and keep His commandments… what does the Lord, your God, demand of you… be very, very humble…and then he will surely never falter.
	Rabbi Yehuda, the son of the Rosh, wrote that one should study books of Mussar in order to fulfill the mitzvah of "hear with your ears what you say with your mouth". And the Arizal also cautioned that one should study books of Mussar every day, and not a single day should go by without learning from these books.
	And the holy gaon Rabbi Hillel of Kalamai, blessed be his righteous memory, wrote in his book Et L'asot (question 13) about the necessity for girls to be well versed in the prayers, and to be able to read Yiddish. For they could then increase their study of Mussar, yirah, modesty, and good character traits. He also wrote that if a girl is proficient in the Yiddish language, she can read the books Menorat Hamaor, Simchat Hanefesh, Kav Hayashar, and Shevet Mussar every day. And in that manner when will be able to familiarize herself with the great value of the Torah and the rewards of Gan Eden, the punishment of Gehinom and the seriousness of transgressions. We can see from this that the holy gaon Rabbi Hillel of Kalamai included among the important Mussar books Kav Hayashar. 
	He also wrote in his book Maskil El Dal (part 2, page 11), that people who are not Torah scholars should also set aside an hour or more during the day or at night to study Mussar books that were published in Yiddish, such as Menorat Hamaor, Kav Hayashar, and others. And they will earn a great reward, as if they had delved into complex Talmudic debates of Abaye and Rava. He also wrote in his book Et L'asot (page 246) that if a person studies Mussar books, Hashem will help him to become God fearing, and his sons will be honest and follow the straight path.
	Because of its importance, the book Kav Hayashar has been printed in several editions. With so many G-d fearing readers anticipating each next printing, the book was published many times, and each time it was published the book was received well all over the Jewish world.
	With his holy language, the author accompanies the reader in all his affairs. His holy words warm the heart, as they are full of love for Hashem and Am Yisrael. He teaches people the great importance of fulfilling each mitzvah in and of itself, all with pure and pleasing language, understandable even to school children.
	The author wrote everything in rhyme and added stories from the holy Zohar and the writings of the Arizal and others. He cautions that one should be stringent even with regard to the simplest of mitzvot one fulfills, and illuminates the eyes of man wherever he may be.
	During the author's lifetime the book was printed in Hebrew in Frankfort, with a Yiddish translation. Even though the Yiddish translation was at the time very useful to people who read the book, so that they could understand in their spoken language everything written in the book, there were several mistakes in the translation. In addition, that translation is not comparable with spoken and written Yiddish of more modern times. In the year 1702 three volumes of Kav Hayashar were published in Yiddish, and people were impressed by their glory and spleandor.
	Recently, the book has been republished in Hebrew in several magnificent editions, with vowel signs and footnotes, and an index and a bibliography. We decided to once again print the book in Hebrew in order to give merit to the masses, and we hope that by studying the book people will increase their Torah study and yirat Shamayim. May Hashem's name be sanctified by our efforts to increase Torah and yirat Shamayim in Am Yisrael.
The Benefits of Studying Mussar Books Daily
The holy gaon Rabbi Yonaton Ibishitz, may his merit protect us, wrote in his book Ya'arot D'vash (part one, essay 12, page 68) that women and young girls are also obligated to daily study Mussar books printed in Yiddish, such as the book Simchat Hanefesh and Lev Tov, etc. He promises that by doing so the women will develop true yirat Shamayim, and will not come to sin. In the book Simchat Hanefesh (page 134), he wrote that everyone must study Mussar, particularly since now the books have been published in Yiddish.
The Gra, blessed be his righteous memory, wrote in a letter to his mother (Igrot Hagra): "I have in my possession some Mussar books in Yiddish, and one should study from them regularly. One should study Mussar especially on the holy Shabbat, and teach others in the spirit of the Mussar books." We can see from this that on Shabbat women should occupy themselves with Mussar books, and not with anything else, so they will know their obligations in this world.
 	In the book Derech Yashara it is written that one should study Mussar books every day, on the level of his understanding, and he will be rewarded by Hashem as if he was a great scholar studying holy books in Hebrew.
	It is also known that the Chatam Sofer, may his merit protect us, studied Chovat Halevavot daily with his students, and he once said that he felt a lack if a day passed when he didn't learn from a Mussar book.
	There is a story that a man once asked the great Mussar scholar, the gaon Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, blessed be his righteous memory, what he should study if he only had half an hour per day to learn Torah. The rabbi answered that he should study Mussar books, and the he would realize that he actually had more than half an hour per day to devote towards learning Torah.
	It is clear that studying Mussar books is useful for improving ones character traits. The great rabbis of our times have said that the most important thing now is to work on our traits. There is a saying of the great rabbis – It is possible to study the entire Talmud and not learn from Masechet Middot.
	Illustrious righteous scholars devoted much time and energy to improving their character traits. The holy Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, may his merit protect us, who was the supporting pillar of his generation, said about himself that he had to work for thirteen years in order to banish the trait of falsehood from his character, and another thirteen years to acquire the trait of truthfulness.
	In the introduction to the book V'yaged Ya'akov, about the holidays, he wrote in his father's name – the holy gaon the Maharid of Belz, may his merit protect us, "One should study the book Reshit Chochma, one should read the book Chovat Halevavot, and one should learn by heart the book Orchot Tzaddikim." He of course intended that one should study other Mussar books as well, such as   and others. For there was never a home throughout all the generations that didn't have a copy of the holy book Kav Hayashar.
	Rabbi Akiva Eiger, blessed be his righteous memory, wrote in his book that we should be stringent about printing books on high quality paper, with attractive lettering in black ink. Because when a book is printed in an ornate style, with letters that are pleasing to the eye, the reader is more likely to internalize and accept what is written in that book.
	Therefore, we have not spared any effort or expense in publishing an attractive, complete, and edited edition of the book – so that everyone can read it with ease. May we sanctify Hashem's name with this endeavor, and in the merit of increasing purity and fear of G-d among Jews, may we also merit the arrival of our Redeemer, the Mashiach, speedily in our days, amen.
The holy book Kav Hayashar was printed several times during the lifetime of the author, the righteous holy gaon, Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch, son of Rabbi Aharon Shmuel Kodenover, may his merit protect us, from the city Frankfort. Afterwards it was printed nearly sixty times in different years and in different countries, until the year 5658 (1898) – as detailed in the list below. And since then, until today, the book has been reprinted countless times in in countless places. It was recently published in Hebrew and Yiddish, with new print, in several new editions.
List of Printings of the holy book Kav HaYashar, with 102 chapters
From 5465 – 5658, in Hebrew, Yiddish, and Latin:
1. Frankfurt on the Main 5465 - 1705 (212 pages)
2. AM"D 5482 – 1722 (168 pages)
3. Kushta 5492 - 1732 (88 pages)
4. Venice 5503 - 1743  (88 pages)
5. Venice 5532 – 1772 (112 pages)
6. Lvov 5551 – 1791 (136 pages)
7. Zhovkva 5565 – 1805 (136 pages)
8. Sadilkov 5585 – 1825 (136 pages)
9. ChMU"D (136 pages)
10. Livorno 5603 – 1843 (136 pages)
11. Lvov 5611 – 1851 (67 pages)
12. Lvov 5618 – 1858 (67 pages)
13. Lvov 5623 – 1863 (120 pages)
14. Vilna 5624 – 1864 (120 pages)
15. Lvov 5631 – 1871 (120 pages)
16. Warsaw 5639 – 1879 (120 pages)
17. Lublin 5658 – 1898 (120 pages)
18. Frankfurt on the Main 5469 – 1709 (120 pages)
19. Frankfurt on the Main  5470 – 1710 (90 pages)
20. Jessnitz 5485 – 1725 (90 pages)
21. Zhovkva 5515 – 1755 (90 pages)
22. ChM"D 5533 – 1773 (108 pages)
23. Frankfurt on the Main  5546 – 1786 (108 pages)
24. Frankfurt on the Main  5559 – 1799 (108 pages)
25. Salzbach 5555 – 1795 (108 pages)
26. Salzbach 5559 – 1799 (124 pages)
27. Salzbach 5565 – 1805 (124 pages)
With a Yiddish Ashkenaz translation by Rabbi Moshe Natan Neta
28. Sadilkov 5581 – 1821 (124 pages)
29. Zhitomir 5620 – 1860 (124 pages)
30. Lvov 5623 – 1863 (124 pages)
31. Vilna 5625 – 1865 (124 pages)
32. Warsaw 5626 – 1866 (124 pages)
33. Lublin 5636 - 1876
34. Lublin 5658 – 1898
Translations into Yiddish Only:
1. Salzbach  5484 – 1724 (98 pages)
2. Furth 5498 – 1738 (88 pages)
3. Furth 5503 – 1743 (88 pages)
4. ChMU"D
5. ChM"D 5533 – 1773
6. ChM"D 5553 – 1793
7. Lachov 5577 – 1817
Translations into Ladino: (by Rabbi Nissim Hacohen)
1. Constantinople 5583 - 1823
2. Constantinople 5588 - 1828
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Constantinople 5623 - 1863




 	 


