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a heathen woman, for he profanes herewith the
sacred sign of the covenant which constitutes the
support of the sacred Name and the essence of
faith. As soon as “the people committed
whoredom” with the daughters of Moab, the
anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel
(Num. 25,). The leaders of the people, who did not
endeavor to prevent them, were the first to be
punished (Ibid. 4), and in every generation it is the
leaders who are made responsible for all the
members of the community in regard to the
profanation of the sign of the covenant, which is
“sun and shield” (Ps. 84): as the sun gives light to
the world, so does the holy sign give light to the
body, and as the shield protects, so does the holy
sign protect. He who keeps it in purity is guarded
from evil. But he who transfers this sign of
holiness into a strange domain, breaks the
commandment, “Thou shall have no other gods

/| but Me”; for to deny the king’s seal is equivalent
il to denying the king himself. Next is he who

| purposely prevents the seed from coming to @

4% fruition, for he destroys the King’s workmanship |

and so causes the Holy One to depart from the
world. This sin is the cause of war, famine, and
* pestilence, and it prevents the Shekinah from
- finding any resting place in the world. For these

. abominations the spirit of holiness weeps. Woe

== to him who causes this: it were better that he had
never been born. It was counted to the Israelites
for righteousness that, although in exile in Egypt,
?’-i they kept themselves free from these sins, and,
moreover, fearlessly fulfilled the command to
| increase and multiply. This made them worthy to
= be liberated. R. Chiya found an indication of the
) purity of the Israelite women in Egypt in the text:
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