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thoughts, and as a result of this, he further
destroyed [seed, thus] killing his children,
defiling the seal [of circumcision] of the
King. But His mercies prevailed in being
slow to anger, perhaps this person will
return in repentance and will mourn
bitterly in confession and regret, and will
return and be healed.
(A summary of excerpts from Ethical books,
Chok I'Yisrael)
A man, quite unexpectedly, crossed the
path of a beautiful woman, and, noticing
her beauty, enjoyed her looks. He should
not think that since he did not plan to be
captivated by her charms, he has not sinned.
It is written, "For G-d will judge every
deed-even everything hidden." (Ecclesiastes
12:14), and the sensual pleasure derived
""l‘ from a chance encounter is a sin. Rather

. than deriving pleasure from seeing the
\ beautiful woman, he should consider the
g very fact that she came his way as
punishment for a transgression.
® Conversely, if unexpectedly an opportunity
" for a mitzvah presents itself to you, you
. should be happy and thank G-d for sending
~_ it your way.

. (Sefer Chassidim 177)
7~ IF YOU CAN'T AVOID LOOKING AT

~ WOMEN DONT GO TO FULFILL THE
MITZVAH OF ATTENDING A WEDDING
The Gemara says: A mitzvah that brings a
wrongful act in its wake is better left
i undone. (Talmud Yerushalmi, Challah 1:5)
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