Learning Torah on the road
(P. Bereshit – Pg. 58b,59a)

Rabbi Shimon was walking on the road and along with him were his son Rabbi Elazar as well as Rabbi Yosei and Rabbi Chiya.  As they were walking Rabbi Elazar said to his father: “The road is clear and prepared for us.  Therefore, we want to hear words of Torah.”  Rabbi Shimon opened [with  words of Torah] and said: “[the verse in Kohelet 10:3) says:] ‘And also in the path that the fool goes his heart is missing, etc.’ – When a man wants to ensure that his journey should find favor in the Almighty’s eyes, then before he begins his journey he must consult the Shechina and pray for a successful journey [i.e. he must recite Tefilat Ha’Derech as he leaves town] as we learned from the verse [in Tehilim 85:14] ‘Tzedek shall walk before him and he shall then stride on his path’ - [Rabbi Shimon now explains what is the ‘Tzedek’ mentioned in the verse] This is the Shechina that will not abandon him on his path.  However, regarding one who does not believe in the Almighty [and instead of reciting Tefilat Ha’Derech relies upon his own strength] the verse [quoted above from Kohelet] states: ‘And also in the path that the fool goes his heart is missing’.  Who is ‘his heart’?  This is the Almighty [i.e. the holy Shechina which is the heart all the creations] that will not accompany him on his journey [to watch over him] as he is lacking its assistance on his journey.  Because this man who does not believe in the Almighty did not pray for his assistance before setting off on the road.  Furthermore, he does not toil in words of Torah on the road.  As a result, ‘his heart is missing’ [i.e. the Shechina which is called the heart is not with him] – since he does not travel along with his master [having not prayed Tefilat Ha’Derech before departing] nor will he be found on his journey [since he is not toiling in Torah on the road].
[The above mentioned verse in Kohelet that ends with the words] “And he announces to all that he is a fool” [could be read differently from its simple understanding] – That even when [the fool] hears [Torah] words of Emuna [from someone wise] he says it is foolish to toil in them. [according to this the verse should be read “And he announces to all the wise men that the Torah is foolishness”, and that they are foolish for toiling in it].  Like the [foolish] man who [was not circumcised and] was asked about the holy Brit Mila that is marked on our flesh.  He answered that this matter [of circumcision] does not pertain to Emuna [and has no relevance nor substance].  When Rav Yeyva Sava heard, he glanced at him and turned him into a pile of bones [as the Chachamim had the power to exact punishment with their eyes.  Rabbi Shimon now ends off his introduction and says:]  However we set off on our journey with the help of the Shechina [having prayed Tefilat Ha’Derech] and therefore now we need to say words of Torah [so that the Shechina will remain with us for the duration of our journey] .
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Ohr Hachaim Ha’Kadosh wrote (in P. Vay’Chi – 49:11) that the strength of our redeemer the Mashiach comes from our learning the ‘wine’ of the Torah.  I.e. the ‘wine’ of the torah are the Torah’s secrets which are called its ‘wine’ (since both ‘wine - יין’ and ‘secret - סוד’ have the same numerological value of seventy). 
Let us therefore take to heart that it is within our own hands to hasten our redemption and merit seeing Mashiach in God’s mercy.  This is why will all learn the holy Zohar!     
