Bandits destined for the world to come
(P. Vayera – Pg. 118a)  *** note: on the Hebrew sheet the page is mistakenly                     numbered 116a! 
In the days of Rabbi Yosei were bandits who used to rob people in the mountains along with the gentile bandits.  When they would catch a person and were about to kill him they would first ask him for his name.  If he turned out to be Jewish they would personally escort him out of the dangerous mountains into safety.  However, if he was from the other nations they would rob and kill him.  Rabbi Yosei would say that in this merit they will surely be awakened to do Teshuva and also merit a place in the world to come.  

Rabbi Eliezer goes to meet his Rav - Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai
(P. Chayey Sarah – Pg.127a)

Rabbi Eliezer [the ‘great’, son of Horkenus] went to see his Rabbi - Raban Yochanan Ben Zakai.  That day was Rosh Chodesh.  When he reached him, Raban Yochanan Ben Zakai asked him:  “You are compared to a well [of water] cleansed from all debris and dirt that is constantly filled [from above with fresh water] on top of its own self-replenishing waters [from the depths of the earth] – what do you seek here?” [i.e. Rabbi Yochanan Ben Zakai hinted that by now Rabi Eliezer had become a tremendous Talmid-Chacham and was therefore surprised that he came to him for even more Torah (that is likened to water)]  He answered: “One must visit his Rabbi” [for example on Rosh Chodesh as that day was].  Rabbi Yochanan responded: “That is not what I was referring to.  Rather, I see on your face that you came to me with a wonderful Chidush from the great depths your are destined to investigate!” [i.e. Raban Yochanan praised him as if to say ‘since you are destined for so much greatness in the secrets of the Torah why did you came to me for more?’]    
