Expert opinion: Is this credible?

An expert on body language: The boy is credible and describes a subjective experience he went through. However, this does not necessarily prove the credibility of what he experienced, with regard to the interpretation and mediation - that is another matter altogether.

 News1 

News 1 asked Rami Tzur - an expert on body language and interpersonal communication, and one of the first to work in this field in Israel – to sit down and watch the movie. Tzur said that, “The boy had an experience, and that much is obvioius. Sometimes it is difficult for him to describe what he say, just as it is hard to describe dreams.

“It seems that the boy has some sort of syndrome characterized by a lack of patience. He doesn’t seem to read very much. Very often he lifts his gaze upwards. Studies have found that people divide their experiences to several types: auditory, sensory, and visual. His experience falls into the third category, which is the case for most of us today. Mainly due to smartphones, most of us experience everything visually. That is expressed in utterances such as you see what I am saying’, or ‘I don’t see it like that’, and so forth. This way of experiencing something is also characterized by rapid speech that is cut off mid-speech for the benefit of some other issue, or in order to describe the images running through his mind.  When he mentions Rabbi Ovadia, his eyes did not glance upward, perhaps because he was helped to remember.

“He probably experienced what he described about the Mashiach, Gog, and Har Hazeitim, but that does not prove that what he dreamt is truth. The boy is credible regarding what he claims he saw. His excitement over the experience is apparent, and the more he ‘warms up’, the more involved he gets in the story. The subjective experience is authentic, elaborate, and lively.

“I don’t know what his previous connection was with the Rabbi, if in fact they had any contact. But one can see that the Rabbi sometimes say something, and Natan immediately afterwards murmurs something very quickly, as though he was prompted. It seems that he found a spiritual teacher whom he leans on and trusts. That is in contradiction to the answers he gives people in the audience – when people ask him questions, he responds, ‘I don’t know.’

With regard to the rabbi, he comes with an agenda. He feels that he has a true story and uses it to ‘prove the legitimacy of our way’, but he is not overtly manipulative. The boy is credible, but the interpretations are another story.”
