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The introduction of certain innovations which
violate Jewish law and tradition prompts us to issue
this Public Statement concerning Mechitzoth, Micro-

phones and the Clamps.
MECHITZOTH

1) JEWISH LAW FORBIDS Men and Women
to worship in the same Section of the Synagogue, even
though they occupy seperate benches.

2) THERE MUST BE A PROPER PARTITION -
MECHITZAH — between the Men's and Women's
sections of the Synagogue. A proper Mechitzah is one
that meets the requirements of Jewish Law. To deter-
mine this, competent Orthodox Rabbis — Rabbonim
Muvhokim - should' be consulted.

3) A SYNAGOGUE WHICH DOES NOT HAVE
A PROPER MECHITZAH IS NOT A KOSHER SYNA-
GOGUE, AND IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO PRAY
THERE .

4) It is not allowed to give any support, moral
or financial, to any synagogue which has no proper
MECHITZ AH.

5) If a person lives in an area, where there is
only a synagogue without a MECHITZAH, he should
em!eaver to organize a Minyan in a private home, and
if this is.impossible, he should pray without a Minyan
rather than attend services in a non-Kosher synagogue.

Over twenty five years ago the greatest and
most eminent Rabbis of that time addressed a SPECIAL
PLEA to American Jewry to observe strictly the laws
of MECHITZOTH, and thereby preserve the sanctity
of the synagogue. The following Geonim and Tzadikim
signed the plea:

THE CHOFETZ CHAIM—RABBI ISRAEL MEIR
HACOHEN OF RADIN,

RABBI CHAIM OZER GRODZENSKY of Wilno.

RABBI DUBER SHAPIRO HACOHEN, Chief
Rabbi of Kowno.

RABBI YECHEZKEL LIFSHITZ, Chief Rabbi
of Kalish.

RABBI ABRAHAM ISAAC HACOHEN KOOK,
Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem.

RABBI YITZCHOK YERUCHEM DIiSKIN of
Jerusalem.

RABBI MEIR ARAK, Chief Rabbi of Tarno.

RABB! ABRAHAM ISAAC HACOHEN BUR-
STEIN, Chief Rabbi of Tawrig.

RABBI DR. MEIR HILDESHEIMER, Rabbi of Berlin.

MICROPHONES

A BETH DIN of eminent Rabbinical authorities,
appointed by the AGUDATH HARABONIM, issued
the following ISSUR, to which the Agudath Harabonim
fully subscribes:

1) IT IS FORBIDDEN TO USE THE MICRO-
PHONE ON SHABBOS AND YOM TOV.

2) IT IS PROHIBITED TO TURN IT ON OR OFF
ON SHABBOS AND YOM TOV, lt is also prohibited
to use the Microphone on Shabbos and Yom Tov, even
if it was turned on before Shabbos and Yom Tov.

THE AGUDATH HARABONIM calls upon all
Congregations and all Torah-true individuals to be on
guard against CHILLUL SHABBOS AND YOM TOV
in general and especially against the use of the Micro-
phone on Shabbos or Yom Tov. Such use is a flagrant
violation of Jewish Law and a desecration of the sanctity

of the synagogue.
CLAMEPS
The Convention of the AGUDATH HARABONIM

held in KISLEV 5711, unanimously adopted the follow-

ing decision:

1) 1T IS OSSUR AND PROHIBITED TO USE THE
"CLAMP" in any way in the CIRCUMCISION
OF JEWISH CHILDREN.

2) THIS ISSUR applies equally to the MOHEL,
the PARENTS OF THE CIRCUMCISED CHILD, and to
the Hospitals or other places where the Circumcision
takes place. .

3) Whoever will use the CLAMP in
the Circumcision of Jewish children after the publica-
tion of this ISSUR will be considered a VIOLATOR and
desecrator of the Abrahamic Covenant.

4) Whoever will use the CLAMP on
the SABBATH henceforth will be considered as a dese-
crator of the Holy Sabbath in public.

The AGUDATH HARABONIM hopes that our
people will abide by these instructions, and preserve
the foundations of Jewish life and assure the continuity
of Torah true Judaism in America.

AGUDATH HARABONIM

{(Union of Orthodox Rabbis of U.S. and Canada)
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