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“I traveled to the town and warned the residents. But they didn’t want to listen to
me. Therefore, I ask you to give me a letter in which you state in writing that I
warned you. | am warning you not to use the mikvah until you are certain that the
mikvah has been repaired.

The Secret of the Baal Shem Tov descending to this world and a

hint about that in the verse “In wrath [za'am - o"v1]] you strode

through the Land” - the letters stand for z'vicha eruvin mikvaot -
niNIZn Py At

I heard that the students of Rabbi Yisrael the Baal Shem Tov, blessed be his
memory, would sit together and argue about what the main thing is that the
generation’s leader should supervise. Some of them that the main thing to
supervise with regard to z’vicha is that the shochet v'bodek should be yirei
Shamayim. And also with regard to all the other related issues, because
Heaven forbid, forbidden foods corrupt the heart. And other said that eruvin
is the main thing, because the Shabbat laws are like mountains hanging by a
hair (Hagiga, 10a) And the transgressions are very serious. And then there
were those who said that mikvah is the main thing to supervise, so that the
mikvah will be kosher without a doubt. For if the basis of creating a person
is Heaven forbid not kosher, it will be very hard for him to overcome evil,
may Hashem have mercy. And afterwards Rabbi Yisrael the Baal Shem Tov,
blessed be his memory, said to them in the following words: It has been
revealed to me at this moment that in the Heavenly study hall they were also
debating which of them was the main thing, and they said they are right and
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they are right. The sign in the holy texts (Chabakuk 3) “In wrath
[za’am - 0"VT] you strode through the Land” — the letters stand for z’vicha
eruvin mikvaot NiXiiyn "2y nN"a1 - . They are all the basis of this Land.
(Brachot Avraham, parshat v’Etchanan, Beit Aharon in the anthology, and
in the Baal Shem Tov on the Torah, parshat Yitro).

And it is mentioned in T’evuot Shor (on Masechet Chulin), that the Evil One sits
on the chair of three: rabbis, chazanim, and shochtim. He doesn’t have to work
hard, and therefore has everything at his disposal. And in the Shut Chatam Sofer
(Orach Chaim, section 205) it is explained that an old and foolish king sits on
a chair with three legs — chazanim, shochtim, and sofrim: The old and foolish
king [the Evil One] sits on a chair with three legs. The first leg — the chazanim
who lead the prayers of Israel outside of the camp. The second leg — shochtim
who feed neveilot and treifot to the People of Israel. The third leg - sofrim who
write tefillin and mezuzot that are pesulim, and no more needs to be said.

It is known that the Evil One’s cunning way is not to tempt individuals, but rather
to stand shochtim and rabbis everywhere at his side, and in that way he controls
everything. The Toldot Yaakov Yosef (parshat Naso) wrote: Now the Evil One
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has become so sly that he no longer needs to try to tempt and trap in his
clutches each individual, but only individuals who can cause many others to
falter. He places a shochet in a city at his side, to feed #reifot to the masses,
and then everyone is caught in his net.

So it is nothing new that we see great rabbis in the communities of Israel who are
causing many to fail, and who feed neveilot and treifot to Israel. It is clarified in
the book “Sha’at of Rabeinu Yona” ztz’l: If the rabbi does not properly
supervise the shochet v’bodek and simply trusts his own authority, then that rabbi
is Heaven forbid feeding neveilot and treifot to Israel, and is committing a sin.
And the same holds with regard to mikvah matters, that the holy Baal Shem Tov,
blessed be his memory, heard in the Heavenly study hall: “It has been
revealed to me at this moment that in the Heavenly study hall they were also
debating which of them was the main thing, and they said they are right and
they are right.”
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