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Rabbi Nachum Rosenberg - The Mikvah Rabbi

And author of “Esh Yatza Machshevon al Halachot Vesetot” and the

book “In water, in seas, and in rivers"”, with illustrations, 2600 pages”
- here in Brooklyn, New York

My help is from God, maker of heaven and earth - here in Brooklyn,
New York

The third day of the Seder Taharah, 5772

Question: Is the mikvah in Matersdorf under the Badatz supervision kosher?

Answer: It i1s known that I established with the tzaddik Rabbi Meir Bransdorfer,
zt”’l a number of mikvaot [including in Beit Shemesh], and no mikvah was built
without me being present from start to finish. And I have evidence of that
(photographs). And the righteous gaon Rabbi Meir ztz”1 specifically said before
me that there is no one as well learned as me in the entire world on the subject
of mikvaot. And then he emphasized again — “I have not found anyone like you
in the world. You build and repair mikvaot for dozens of years all over the world,
for the sake of Heaven, and often pay your travel expenses out of your own
pocket, and in there is not enough money to pay for the mikvah repairs — you take
responsibility for the payments or collect donations.” At the end of his life he
asked me, “Nachum, know that [ have no peace of mind. My heart is pained over
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the Matersdorf mikva in Jerusalem. Do me a favor — please go and immediately
inspect that mikvah.”

The gaon and rosh kollel Rabbi Weisman, shlita, member of the Mikvah
Committee, arranged with the committee to allow me to inspect the mikvah.
I inspected the mikvah and saw that at the bottom everything was fine. I just
needed to climb up on the roof to check if all was well there too. I told the
mikvah manager that I needed to climb onto the roof to check the mikva, and
that I needed a crane for that [which is a very costly expense]. The manager
told me, “Rabbi Meir never went up on the roof. And even before that, the
Rav Beit Din Rabbi Weiss ztz”] gave his seal of kashrut for years, and never
went up to the roof. Therefore, why do you need to go up on the roof?” I told
him that I can’t say “kosher” if I don’t see the roof!!! He didn’t want to bring
a crane, so I went to the adjacent building and climbed up there. And from
the window on the highest floor I jumped to the roof of the mikvah. I
endangered myself, because if I would have fallen, Heaven forbid, I would
have been on Har Zeitim by now, and would not have been able to write this
letter. I found on the roof a pipe that had a collecting receptacle, and it
received water, and that mean that all the rain water that passed via the
receptacle were pasul — invalid! As a result of this, [ went to the tzaddik Rabbi
Bransdofer ztz”l and described to him exactly what I had discovered, and he said
it was pasul, and said we must immediately repair it. In addition I went to ask
Maran Ovadia Yosef, ztz”l and the gaon and tzaddik Rabbi Eliyashiv ztz”l, and
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may they live a long life the gaon and fzaddik Rabbi Kanievsky and the gaon and
tzaddik Rabbi Karelitz. And they all said it was pasu/!!! And we reported all of
this Rabbi Meir, ztz”l, and also to the manager in his name, that he must
immediately repair the mikvah. The manager found me the following day, and
told me that he was going to change the pipe and the rain water, and I told him
that I wanted to see how he made the repair, so that it would be 100% kosher,
and he agreed.

Two days later it was supposed to rain. And I asked him when I could come to
change the pipe and dry out the mikvah, and he told me he had already done all
of that himself. Because he had otzrotr [a collection of rain water stored
elsewhere], and he had changed the rain water using the ofzrot. And I told him
that if the pipe had a receptacle, then the water from the otzar was also pasul.
After that, he didn’t want to speak with me anymore. So I conveyed the entire
story to Rabbi...and I also wrote a letter with all the details of why the mikvah
was pasula, and how they had tried to hush up the whole matter. Because even if
they changed the water, they had changed it with invalid water.

A few months later Rabbi...shlita said to me that neither the pipe nor the rain
water had been changed. And they built there a new wing on the Beit Midrash,
and said that when they repaired the roof and the pipe they would summon me.
But they never called me, and the subject was closed. And until this day, they
still have not repaired the mikvah! That means that every year tens of thousands
of families use that particular mikvah, and nobody says a word. Nobody speaks

and nobody answers!!!
x2N 1702 Jwnn



