The Ararat Mountains
(P. Noah – Pg. 63a)

Rabbi Chiya and Rabbi Yosei were walking on the road.  When they encountered the Ararat mountains they saw cracks in the earth.  Rabbi Chiya said to Rabbi Yosei: “These cracks are from the days of the great flood when the Almighty opened the earth for the boiling waters to rise up.  The Almighty left these cracks for future generations to see so that the remembrance of those sinners will not be forgotten.  As this is the way of the Almighty - He wants the righteous ones who do his will to be remembered favorably in the heavens above and down on earth as well, so that their blessed memory shall not be forgotten.  And the same holds regarding the wicked ones who do not do his will, so that their transgressions and bad name shall not be forgotten from all future generations.  This is expressed in the verse: ‘Your sin is marked before me, etc.;’ (Yirmiyahu 2:22)”
The great holy Kabalist Rabbi Yaakov Abuchatzirah of blessed memory (in his book Ginzei Ha’Melech – Pg. 185) says in the name of the Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai that one who did not learn Torat Ha’Emet which are the secrets of the Torah is better off not to be born in the first place, as without this learning one does not know the Almighty’s godliness, nor can he properly love God or have awe of him.  And Rav Phetayah of blessed memory says in the name of Rabbi Chaim Vital of blessed memory in the beginning of Shaar Ha’Mitzvot that one who has not done so is lacking the Mitzvah of learning Torah which is equal to all the other Mitzvot put together and has to come back in a reincarnation until he does toil in all four sections of the Torah properly (i.e. Pshat, Drush, Remez, and Sod which are the Torah’s secrets).  Rav Phetayah also said that when such a person passes away, while they are still crying over him during the funeral procession he may have possibly already returned to this world in a reincarnation – may God spare us!

