The severity of sins done in public
(P. Bereshit – Pg 57b)

Rabbi Shimon was walking by the gates of Teveria one day when he saw people commit a very grave sin in public.  He said: “How can they sin so blatantly in public with intention to angers their creator!”  He focused his eyes on them in order to punish them and they were immediately thrown into the sea and drowned.  
Come and see how any transgression done in public chases the holy Shechina away from the land and drives its presence out of this world!  And this generation of the flood would behave with a great brashness and Chutzpah and by doing so chased the Shechina away from the world – until the Almighty also responded by chasing them away from the world with the great flood.  This is expressed in the verse (Mishley 25:5) ‘Remove the wicked from before the king’ and by doing so ‘his thrown will founded upon righteousness’, and similarly (Mishley 25:4) ‘Remove the excess from the silver’ and by doing so the craftsman will make beautiful silverware.    
