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Rabbinate Busts Fake Kosher Greens Ring

The Rabbinate’s anti-fraud branch finds leafy vegetables wrongly labeled as kosher using kosher company’s bags.
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The Rabbinate’s division for fighting fraud relating to kosher food has discovered a serious incident of fraud involving green leafy vegetablesand herbs.

Products are being sold in bags that indicate that they are guaranteed to be bug-free, when in fact they are not. Jewish law (halakha) prohibits bug consumption for Jews.

Jewish law also requires that a tithe (maaser v'truma) be taken from fruits and vegetables grown by Jews in the land of Israel prior to consumption.

The Ilan Shivuk B’Kirur company is accused of having obtained old bags formerly used by the Y. Yevulei Katif Lemehadrin company, which sells guaranteed-kosher leafy vegetables, and using them to package green leafy vegetables from which no tithe was taken, and which may include bugs.

The packaging indicates that the kosher supervisors including Rabbi Efrati and the Jerusalem Rabbinate guarantee that the product is kosher.

Rabbinate workers noted that real Y. Yevulei Katif Lemehadrin products have been sold in a different package for some time. Products in the new packaging, with different certification, are certified kosher as written, while those in the old packaging are not. The old packaging may also contain products that don't match the level.

Below: in top picture, the new packaging, in others, the old.
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How Haredi Rabbis Helped To Unwittingly Destroy Kosher In Israel



“The meat passes from truck to truck en route, drivers change, shipment certificates designating destinations are faked and the meat for Palestinians finds its way to butcher shops in Israel. The recipients stick on labels attesting that the meat is as kosher as kosher can be. Sometimes they fake the labels, sometimes the smugglers buy perfectly authentic kashrut certificates from kashrut inspectors gone bad. In any case this illicitly kosherized meat finds its way to butcher shops throughout the land."
Writing in his Jewish Journal blog, Pini Herman notes that LA’s current kosher scandal revolving around illicit meat and allegedly counterfeit labels smuggled into Doheny Glatt Kosher Meats by its now-former owner has a much larger cognate scandal in Israel.

Nineteen years ago, the Sefardi haredi Shas Party made a deal with the ruling Labor Party to ram a new Kashrut Law through Knesset in,according to Ha’aretz, “the dead of night.” 

Labor did not like the law, but it needed the support of Shas to stay in power. And Shas was clear – back the Kashrut Law and ram it through Knesset with us or we will topple your government. Labor caved in and did Shas’ bidding.

A central part of that law is that Israel will only import kosher meat, and forced Israeli meat importers to send hundreds of kashrut inspectors and their families overseas to supervise slaughterhouses and processing plants worldwide.

At the same time, the law allowed Palestinian Authority meat importers to import halal meat through Israeli ports. That halal meat is supposed to stay in the Palestinian Authority. But does it?

A 2011 report by Israel’s State Comptroller shows that the cost of imported halal meat is about 10% of the cost of kosher imported meat. The report says that the difference in cost is due to the high cost of kosher slaughter outside Israel and the 190% tax Israel imposes on imported fresh meat – a tax the PA does not have.

Ha’aretz noted that a Palestinian importer pays $1.55 per kilo of fresh fillet meat; an Israeli importer pays $11.80 per kilo for the same cut, which is 7.6 times more than the Palestinian pays.

And that, Ha’aretz notes, leads to a consequence the rabbis of Shas never considered.

“The state comptroller translated these eye-popping numbers into enlightening statistics. Out of 35,000 tons of fresh meat unloaded at Israel's ports during 2007 to 2009 for sale in the Palestinian Authority, only 15,600 tons reached their stated destinations. No less than 56% of the amount, or 19,400 tons, ‘disappeared.’”

"There is concern that the meat was smuggled into Israel and sold to the public without veterinary supervision," the State Comptroller wrote. He also noted that Jews may be buying what they think is kosher meat, but really isn’t.

“The meat passes from truck to truck en route, drivers change, shipment certificates designating destinations are faked and the meat for Palestinians finds its way to butcher shops in Israel. The recipients stick on labels attesting that the meat is as kosher as kosher can be. Sometimes they fake the labels, sometimes the smugglers buy perfectly authentic kashrut certificates from kashrut inspectors gone bad. In any case this illicitly kosherized meat finds its way to butcher shops throughout the land.

“The price of the law pushed through by Shas is being paid by consumers of kosher meat, not least in the Haredi community that Shas serves. On the grounds of their strict adherence to the laws of kashrut, Haredim tend not to buy frozen imported meat: They insist on fresh meat slaughtered locally, or imported fresh meat. But they cannot be sure that the meat they bought really is kosher. Usually the butcher himself doesn't even know,” Ha’aretz wrote.

